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WeoOre here=sto he

Your college campus is where you go to learn, live, work, gather, and play. It was
once a marketplace where students like you could exchange ideas freely without
fear of censorship. But if your college is like most these days, instead of encouraging
you to share your ideas, it compels you to keep quiet. For example, it tells you that
you can’t say anything offensive, let alone political. It forces you to stand in a speech
zone. And worst of all, it threatens official discipline for simply exercising your First
Amendment rights. The result: you stay silent.

Sound familiar? We’ve been there. We've seen it. And we’re here to help.
Southeastern Legal Foundation believes that your thoughts should be shared,
because only through discourse can we learn and grow as a society. That’s why we
launched our 1A Project to protect students’ freedom of speech.

In our experience, many of you need an answer to your problems right now. For
some, a solution may only exist in the courtroom. But for others, it can be as simple
as talking to your administrators. That’s why we’ve compiled this handbook. In it
yoUu’ll find an overview of First Amendment laws on college campuses, what colleges
can and cannot restrict, and hypotheticals to help you navigate the problems you
may encounter.

Before you can successfully convey your message, it is important to understand your
right to share it. It is our goal to give you the tools to stand up for yourself in this fight
for freedom. And we are ready to assist you every step of the way.

Kimberly Hermann
General Counsel
Southeastern Legal Foundation
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The First Amendment

A Congrshals make

establishment of religion,

or prohibiting

law respecting

the free

exercisethereof; or abridging the freedom of speech[] 0

Most of our nation’s understanding of the First Amendment comes from the Supreme Court
because it is the primary interpreter of the Constitution. Although we have omitted case
names for an easier read, everything in this guide stems from Supreme Court cases.

Tabling
Symbols

Publications

Offensive speech

What Is speech?

Answer: Almost Everything!

Art
Signs

Film

Flyers

Clothing

Protesting

Hate speech

Social media posts

Obscenity:

Lewd, sexual, and
serves no artistic,
educational,

scientific, or literary
value to the public.
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Incitement:

Encouraging
others to commit a
crime or use
violence in the
immediate future.

Speech does not include

True threats:

Intentionally putting
others in fear for
their safety. This is
different from hate
speech.

Defamation:

Spreading false
rumors about
someone.



Know your
campus.

Know vour
grounds. ~

Whether a speech restriction is OK often
depends on where you are standing on campus.
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